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M ay 12, 1925 – October 8, 2015Jewel Betty Strocher, 90, of Brentwood, CA

passed away peacefully in the evening of Thursday, October 8, 2015, at
Sutter Delta Medical Center In Antioch, CA.Jewel was born May 12, 1925, in Durango,

Colorado, to Josephine Malvina (McNeil) Baldwin and William Francis Baldwin, the

fifth of seven children that included brother William and sisters Dorothy, Donna,
Beryl, Alice and Carole.Jewel and her siblings lived in many cities with their mother

who usually taught in one-room schoolhouses. She had a strong love for animals and
nature that continued throughout her life.During WWII she worked as an electrician

in the shipyards, climbing high into the riggings to wire the ships, as she was nimble

and not afraid of heights. Jewel donated blood for most of her life and was
recognized for her generous giving.Jewel was also employed at Ampex during the

1940s to 1950s in their magnetic recording department where she wound the
recording heads. Jewel worked alongside Ray Dolby who later founded Dolby

Laboratories.She married Gordon Robert Strocher on June 30, 1946 at Grace

Lutheran Church in Burlingame, CA. They enjoyed many trips together including
Palm Springs and the Russian River.While living in Belmont, CA, Jewel and Gordon

adopted their sons Mark in 1958, and Stanley in 1960. Soon after they moved to
Burlingame, CA. Jewel was a talented draftsman and architect designing three homes

on the 3 1/2 acres that they purchased in the early 1960s.Jewel along with Gordon
loved their boys, family and relatives. Jewel helped out many times with the

neighborhood families and would often take a carload to the beach or a park.After

returning to college and receiving her degree in Gerontology in 1991, she worked the
next 8 1/2 years for the San Mateo Union School District where she taught art and art

therapy at many convalescent homes in Millbrae and Burlingame. Jewel was an
accomplished artist herself and loved to paint and draw, as well as crafts and

sewing.On June 23 of 1990 Jewel’s son Stanley married Elaine (Abe), and on August
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17, 1993 she became grandmother to Emily who she loved dearly.She lost her dear

husband Gordon on August 4, 1989 who she was married to for 43 years.She met
George Osborne who became her companion on many trips and brought her

wonderful memories.In 2005 Jewel moved to Brentwood, CA where she enjoyed
cooking, reading and Kinsey her dog. Her loving son Mark joined her a few years

later as her amazing caregiver until her passing.Jewel is survived by sons Mark

Strocher and Stanley Strocher, daughter-in-law Elaine and granddaughter Emily,
sisters-in-law Twila Strocher and Bette Baldwin. She also leaves behind numerous

loving relatives and friends.A celebration of Jewel’s life will be held at 12:00 pm on
October 24, 2015 at Skylawn Memorial Park. Hwy 92 at Skyline Blvd San Mateo, CA

94402
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JA Janet posted:

My first memory of Aunt Jewel was of her sparkling smile, her gentle ways, her ponytail…and she

had gum! This was REALLY great to a kid. I remember their house in Belmont that seemed to sit on

the top of the world, with all those stairs and the great deck. In addition to Uncle Gordon, who gave

me a ride on his shoulders at the beach, and Jigger the dog, once Mark and Stanley arrived, there

was no happier place. She and Gordon loved their sons so much. Aunt Jewel occasionally let us

select fabric from her fabric cupboard at their next house–and she had many cute prints with cats etc

on them–and she would sew us a dress. She would first fit the pattern on us, so the entire process

felt very caring. It was especially meaningful the year Dad was out of work and she sewed Tina and

me each a school dress. Her caring ways extended to the entire Baldwin family, and it was the

“hands on” type of love that is rare in life. Many people are kind in life, but she was one of those few

who rolled up her sleeves, and helped each of us with exactly what we needed. She cooked her beef

stroganoff in our kitchen when we had three kids under the age of five. She sewed them doll

blankets. In the community, she donated blood. Gerontology was one of her passions, and she

brought older people art and craft projects to ease their loneliness. Jewel was truly a precious gem

who gave us all so much love.

October 27 at 1:10 AM

BL Barbara Leutzinger posted:

Jewel was a congenial neighbor who always had a pleasant disposition and friendly smile. She was a

good listener and she was often ready with good advise and helpfulness. Stanley was the younger

son whom I envision riding his bike. He was always friendly and wore a smile. Mark, the oldest son

was a musician and an artist.

October 24 at 9:57 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Jewel by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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